State Issues August 2023

News from New Englalnd State Capitols — share with your
networks.

Massachusetts — SB 1056 would, among other provisions, require a
minimum of 100 square feet per dog for outdoor enclosures and ban the
kenneling of any dog outside unattended for more than 5 hours or from
10pm to 6am. AKC opposes the measure as introduced. Read more.

Massachusetts — In response to dog injuries and deaths at dog day
care facilities, HB 2019 and SB 1309 have been re-filed as “Ollie’s Law”
and would impose requirements such as staffing ratios for boarding,
training, dog day care, breeding and personal kennels. They also would
create a new definition for “personal breeder kennel” as anyone with
more than 4 intact female dogs who transfers any offspring. Personal
breeder kennels and commercial breeder kennels would be held to the
same future regulations. They have been referred to the Joint
Municipalities and Regional Government Committee and a public
hearing has been tentatively scheduled for September 12.

Massachusetts — HB 314 would provide consumer protections at dog
day care businesses and is supported by multiple animal welfare
organizations, including AKC. It has been referred to the Joint
Municipalities and Regional Government Committee and a public
hearing has been tentatively scheduled for September 12.

Massachusetts — SB 1311 would eliminate from current law text that
exempts from pet shop licensure any person selling, exchanging or
otherwise transferring the offspring of their personally owned animals. It
has been referred to the Joint Municipalities and Regional Government
Committee and a public hearing has been tentatively scheduled for
September 12.



Massachusetts — SB 876/HB 1367 would prohibit housing authorities
and certain housing agreements from discriminating against tenants
based upon the size, weight or breed of dog owned. They also prohibit
insurance companies from discriminating based upon dog breed and
have been referred to the Joint Committee on Housing.
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